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Subject: Engagement, Parent Voice, Parent Involvement 

Practice: World Café 

 

World Café for Parents 

A World Café (www.theworldcafe.com/method.html) on school climate was attended by over 20 

parents. A teacher set the tone for the 4-hour Saturday event by telling parents to “speak with 

your mind and heart, and know that your voice represents other parents on this campus.” 

 

Parents were asked four questions during the World Café:  

 

1. What do you value about being a Madison parent?  

2. What are the needs around this topic for the school, and for you as a parent? (For this 

question parents sat at tables. Each table discussed the topic of Substance Abuse, 

Violence, or School Connectedness.)  

3. How are your needs as a parent at Madison being met (or not met)?  

4. Based on the conversation you just had, how can we use this information to create a safer 

and more supportive school?  

 

Parents were highly engaged throughout the entire four hours and it was clear that the S3 

grant is having a positive impact at Madison High School. Comments from parents that 

highlighted this impact included:  

 

“I have felt the school climate change over the last few years. You all are definitely doing 

something right.”  

 

“The more we have these sorts of conversations, the more this school will change for the 

better.”  

 

During the event, a graphic artist recorded parent perspectives and comments on a giant poster.  

 

Using themes that emerged from the World Café, the school's S3 Team worked with the Parent 

Involvement Committee to establish a set of priorities for parent involvement including 

developing a parent handbook and hosting an orientation and club expo for incoming 9th grade 

students and their parents. 
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